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Itinerary 
 

Feb 22   Arrive Kilimanjaro Airport, Tanzania.  Met by your Wild Source guide,  

               Deo or Felix, and taken to The Arusha Hotel. 

Feb 23   Drive to our first safari camp east of the Serengeti near Nasera Rock.   

               Safaribeest Private Mobile Camping 

Feb 24   Safaribeest Private Mobile Camping 

Feb 25   Game drive to our new camp location near Gol Kopjes.  Safaribeest  

               Private Mobile Camping 

Feb 26   Safaribeest Private Mobile Camping 

Feb 27   Game drive to Ndutu area in Southern Serengeti.  Lemala Ndutu Luxury  

               Camp. 

Feb 28   Lemala Ndutu Luxury Camp 

Mar 01   Fly from Ndutu to Kilimanjaro. Fly Kilimanjaro to Nairobi Wilson.  Fly  

              Nairobi Wilson to Masai Mara in time for the afternoon game drive.   

              Mara Plains Camp 

Mar 02   Mara Plains Camp 

Mar 03   Mara Plains Camp 

Mar 04   Full day in the Mara before a 4 pm flight to Nairobi Wilson Airport and a  

              road transfer to the International Airport for your onward flight home.   

              Alternatively begin your trip extension. 

 
Cost $6,950 per person sharing.  Single Supplement $500 

*Cost includes all internal flights and road transfers, accommodation, meals 
(except dinner in Arusha), drinks (except in Arusha), laundry, park fees and 
private vehicle and guides for just our group.   

Not Included Out of Pocket Costs to Consider  

International Air into Kilimanjaro, Tanzania and out of Nairobi, Kenya 

Tips ï On safari I recommend $15 per person per day -- $10 to your local guide, 
and $5 to the camp staff. In city hotels $1 a bag.  

Entry Visas for Kenya ($25) and Tanzania ($100) 

Dinner and drinks in Arusha 

Travel Insurance   

Health ï visit to a Travel Clinic and any medications or vaccines needed.  



Introduction 
 

This safari has been custom designed to provide the quintessential East African 
safari experience ï the classic safari of most peopleôs dreams staying under 
canvas and traversing wide open plains teeming with animals in amazing 
quantities.  This safari is very different than the typical standard route that is 
offered.  For starters the trip is focused on having the highest quality wildlife 
viewing and thus we do not rush around from park to park and waste time driving 
from one place to another, instead we spend dedicated time in the two areas that 
have the richest game viewing in all of Africa ï Tanzaniaôs Serengeti and 
Kenyaôs Masai Mara. 
 

 
 
This safari is also unique in its quality of guiding.  Your trip leader every step of 
the way is Bill Given, a wildlife biologist conducting revolutionary research with 
lions in Botswana.  In Tanzania we have two of the finest guides in the country, 
they have about 45 years of experience guiding in the Serengeti between them 
and have had special experiences like spending 4 straight months leading a 
National Geographic film crew following the great migration.  When we move to 
Kenya we will be guided by one of the original three Gold Level guides in the 
entire country.   
 
This safari is also planned to avoid some of the pitfalls that occur in East Africa.  
We will spend most of our time in places where we can avoid crowds and have 
lots of sightings to ourselves in spectacular wilderness settings.  Most of our time 
will be in areas where off road driving is permitted allowing for the best 



observation of animals.  We will also have opportunities for night drives and 
walks for a diverse safari experience.  The group size is limited to just eight 
participants.  With eight guests we will have two vehicles allowing for lots of 
space and exclusivity to ensure the highest quality experience. 
 

 
 
Of course any East African safari has to consider the movements of the Great 
Migration, the most famous movement of animals on the planet with over a 
million and a half wildebeest, zebra, and gazelles moving around the Serengeti 
Ecosystem.  Without a doubt the prime time and most predictable time of year to 
see the migration is during the calving season from mid-January through mid-
March.  This is the time of year when the wildebeest are where they most want to 
be as the short grass plains of the Southern Serengeti area are quite special.  
Due to rich volcanic soils the grass here is rich in phosphorous and critically 
important to the wildebeest.  If it werenôt for the fact that the huge mass of 
animals depletes the grass they would likely stay in this area year round.  Here 
the herds come to birth their calves and with 400,000 being born over roughly a 
three week period this is a riveting time to see the migration and it is the time of 
year when enormous numbers are most packed together allowing for the full 
spectacle of seeing animals to the horizon in all directions, literally tens of 
thousands at times.  
 
This incredible concentration of animals, including the vulnerable young makes 
this the premier location and time to observe behavior of the big cats.  The 
presence of the newborn can lead to much more daytime hunting than usual and 



because much of the area is flat open plains with short grasses hunts tend to be 
visible and predators easier to spot.  This is a hot spot for cheetah and with the 
ideal open terrain there is a good chance that we may get to see the fastest 
running animal on the planet flat out sprinting after young wildebeest or the 
plentiful Thomsonôs gazelles.  Nature makes it impossible to guarantee seeing 
hunting events and especially successful kills but the chances of witnessing such 
behaviors are at their greatest here during this time and on my last February visit 
I was fortunate to observe two start to finish hunting sequences ï once with a 
cheetah and once with a lion.  In addition to successful hunts I observed many 
other feeding events where we missed the kills but saw the feeding and the 
interesting interactions that occur between species once there is food on the 
ground. 
 

 
 
The bounty of the yearsô best grasses with the bumper food crop for predators 
means all the animals are in their best condition and tremendously fit at this time.  
The predators seem to know that the good times are coming because nowhere 
else have I seen so many cubs as the Serengeti in February.  This makes it an 
excellent time to observe family social behavior. 
 
The key to seeing unique social behaviors and observing hunts is patience.  As 
you have expert guide teams we will be placing an emphasis on spending special 
time with predators and rather then rushing from one sighting to another we will 
assess the condition and behavior of predators we find and if we think interesting 
behavior will ensue we will remain with them and allow time to unfold special 
events for us.  While lion and cheetah are relatively plentiful in this part of the 
Serengeti there are leopards as well but they are more elusive as they stick to 



areas that have more cover so we will search rock kopjes and woodland edges to 
try and uncover these beautiful cats.  Spotted hyenas are also common at this 
time and often display astounding hunting skills. 
 

 
 
Interestingly because most travelers focus so heavily on seeing the migration 
during their East African safari Kenyaôs Masai Mara enters itsô least visited time 
of the year.  The year round resident animal populations in the Masai Mara 
region are ridiculously good and it is especially famed for its big cat densities.  In 
the Mara we will stay in a private conservancy allowing us to have most sightings 
all to ourselves.  Here we can pursue big cats off road and will be able to stay out 
on night drives increasing the opportunities to see lions and leopards during their 
more active time.  This is the perfect complement to our time in the Serengeti. 
 



Trip Leader:  Bill Given, Research Associate of the Denver Zoo and 
Predator Biologist in Botswana 

 

 
 

Working for almost two decades as a Wildlife Biologist, Bill has conducted 
studies on a diverse array of species ranging from endangered butterflies and 
jumping mice to owls, black bears and African lions. Currently, as a Research 
Associate of the Denver Zoo his focus is as the Principal Investigator of a 
research project based in Botswana.  The study is an effort to mitigate predation 
by lions and African wild dogs on livestock. He is applying a powerful technique, 
conditioned taste aversion, for the first time to these species and if successful it 
could be a revolutionary conservation tool for predators around the globe.   

Since 2004 Bill has organized and guided small group safaris where he is able to 
share his knowledge and passion of African wildlife with his guests.  As you 
might imagine Bill is particularly keen in seeking out the great predators and 
spending time with them to witness their unique behaviors.  While the predators 
and other megafauna are the draw for most visitors and worthy of the attention 
they receive, Bill also likes to instill an appreciation for all of the diverse life 
encountered on safari. 

Bill has formed excellent relationships with many talented local guides and he 
hand picks the best to work with as partners on his group safaris.  



Tanzania Guide:  Deo Magoye, The Wild Source 

 

 
All companies will claim their guides are great but a quick look at Deoôs history 
illustrates that he is a one of a kind for this region. In 2008 Deo was featured as 
the Safari Guide and Bush Lore expert for the South African television show 
Voetspore: Journey from Gansbaai (South Africa) to Gabon, a 3 month 
expedition through rarely visited terrain. This was a follow up to his role on the 
same series when their expedition went from Cape Town to Cairo.   
 
Deoôs guiding skills are well known, making him the guide selected by many film 
crews and professional photographers. He was the head guide for a National 
Geographic film crew for 4 months making a film of the Serengeti migration, and 
he has guided for BBC filmmakers as well. Legendary wildlife photographer Tom 
Mangelsen was guided by Deo for his East Africa shoots, as were Boyd Norton 
and Joe McDonald who have contributed to the Audubon Field Guide for African 
Mammals as well as created their own books.  
 
While it is clear that Deo is the experts choice he is also perfect for anyone who 
is simply excited to go on safari. When preparing such a resume of highlights it 
was Deo who said it is hard to single anyone out because all my clients are VIP 
to me. The skills to find animals and position a vehicle are only a small part of 
what makes Deo a special guide. His laid back but confident manner and vivid 
personality make him a joy to spend your time with. 
 



Tanzania Guide:  Felix Mollel, The Wild Source 

 

 

Felix Mollel is our other partner in The Wild Source Tanzania ground operation. 
With over 20 years guiding Felix is one of Tanzaniaôs most knowledgeable and 
very few guides have as many days a year in the field, especially in the 
Serengeti.  Recently clients amazed by his guiding abilities claimed that from the 
Serengeti ñFelix could spot animals in other countries.ò   
 
In 2003 Felix began working for Nomad Tanzania, one of Tanzaniaôs foremost 
safari operators and the absolute best at training their guides. Felix started out as 
a junior guide, but very quickly rose through the ranks to be one of Nomadôs few 
senior guides ïone of 8. Nomad conducts annual trainings of their guides and is 
one of the few companies that consistently has guides that I would rank in the 
same class as Southern African guides where training and standards are much 
higher than is typical in East Africa. 
 
Felix is hugely enthusiastic about everything he does, and he is extremely 
personable making him terrific company to be with on safari. He enjoys the off-
the-beaten track safaris, mobile camping, patiently observing animal behavior 
and sharing his love of the bush with his guests who always have a great time.  
Felix continues to be in high demand as an Independent contract guide for 
Nomad while we grow demand for our own operation. Felix is an excellent 
entrepreneur and the driving force of The Wild Source ground operation in 
Tanzania. 



Kenya Guide:  Phil Keeter, Mara Plains Camp 

 

Kenya has long suffered from huge variance in the skill of guides, ranging from 
some of the continents best to basically drivers that call themselves guides. In an 
excellent move to combat this Kenya now has a testing system to rank serious 
guides as Gold, Silver, and Bronze Level guides.  

Mara Plains Camp head guide is Phil Keter, one of the original three Gold Level 
Guides, there are still only ten Gold Level Guides in all of Kenya so Phil is 
without a doubt one of the foremost guides in the country. He is definitely very 
knowledgeable, great at spotting difficult to see animals, patient to sit and watch 
to let situations develop, and persistent when pursuing a sighting.  That is a 
quality that I love about him, if you set off to try and find cheetah he will simply 
never give up and leave no corner unsearched. 

Perhaps best of all, Phil is extremely passionate about developing other great 
guides and is active in training others and assisting them to raise their level. 
Mara Plains other regular guide is Ping, and I have heard very good things about 
him as well.  Phil is a real leader and rather than be arrogant at his own 
achievement he instead recognizes the value to Kenya to raise many others to 
his skill level.  This earns him enormous respect and I have seen other guides 
from different companies stop to get out to greet Phil with a hug. 

 

 



The Arusha Hotel ï 1 Night 
 

Built in 1894 and recently renovated to become the only five star hotel in Arusha 
Town the hotel is a classic landmark.  Set in beautifully landscaped gardens with 
all the amenities needed for a great first night of sleeping off jetlag. Conveniently 
located for a morning flight out of Arusha Airport this is a great place to begin.  
 
The hotel has 86 rooms that are elegantly furnished with en-suite bathrooms 
equipped with bathroom amenities and tea and coffee making facilities. Each 
room is fitted with satellite television with a selection of channels, hair dryer and 
an electronic safe. Rooms also have direct dial phones, wireless internet 
(chargeable) and air-conditioning.   
 
Buffet style breakfast and dinners with appetizing contemporary modern cuisine 
is prepared from the freshest produces, flavored and garnished using only the 
highest quality. A classic meeting spot is óHatarisô Tavern (named after John 
Wayneôs movie made in 1962). John Wayne and the rest of the cast were 
frequent visitors to the hotel. Hataris has a large television screen to watch the 
latest sporting events and news made complete with the relaxed informal and 
comfortable surroundings.  
 



The Great Migration Calving Season 
 

 
 

The Serengeti is the most famous wildlife area in the world, largely due to the 
great migration of around one million wildebeests and hundreds of thousands of 
zebra and Thomsonôs gazelles.  This is arguably the greatest wildlife 
spectacle on earth!  This trip has been planned to witness the highlight of the 
migration ï wildebeest calving season.  Between mid-January and mid-March 
most of the calving of the wildebeest takes place with 90% of the calves born on 
the short grass plains within a three week period.  This creates a glut for the 
predators providing excellent opportunities to witness lion, hyena, and cheetah 
on the hunt.  Calving starts early in the day and finishes at about noon to allow 
the precocious young to gain strength before nightfall. They can run in as little as 
three hours and within three days are very capable of avoiding predators.   

 

Our strategy is to cover a large portion of the short grass plains by using a 
classic mobile safari camp at remote and private campsites for four nights to 
allow you to witness the migration away from the crowds and to experience the 
full wilderness grandeur of the Serengeti ecosystem.  We will then move into the 
prime Ndutu area staying at the one of the finest seasonal tented camps in 
Tanzania for an additional two nights to observe the plentiful wildlife including the 
big cats. 
 



Safaribeest Mobile Camping ï 4 Nights 
 

 
 

Safaribeest is a traditional mobile safari that we use to track the great migration 
and the full diversity of other species as we explore the incomparable Serengeti 
Ecosystem.  This traveling camp is ideal for those whose idea of luxury is to have 
exclusive wilderness all to themselves with private campsites.  Tanzaniaôs finest 
guides focus on delivering the highest quality wildlife viewing, taking the time to 
observe behaviors and interactions of species, exploring away from tourist 
crowds to find your own brilliant sightings. 

 

 
 

At this time of year we cover the best of the Southern Serengeti with the 
migration spread across the short grass plains where the calving season is 
concentrated.  You will camp in two extraordinary locations for two nights each. 



Safaribeest Mobile Camping offers a rare chance for roving adventure and true 
mobility; something that is found less and less these days. The camp is managed 
by a dedicated crew of safari professionals, who pack it up, whisk it off to a new 
location and set it up ready for your arrival, just in time for a sun downer before 
dinner.  Camp is lightweight and flexible and provides the perfect base from 
which you explore remote far away from the tourist crowds.   

 

 
 

The camp consists of well-equipped walk-in mini Meru tents with two cot beds 
and an en-suite bathroom tent at the rear with a short-drop toilet and a safari 
style bucket shower with hot water on demand.  There is a separate dining tent 
for meals though you will most likely eat out under the stars and there is a bar 
stocking soft drinks, beer, and wine. 
 



Lemala Ndutu Camp, Southern Serengeti ï 2 Nights 
 

At this time of year Lemala has one of the few tented camps ideally located along 
the southern boundary of Ndutu and Serengeti National Park.  This is the prime 
area where the migration begins to gather in December for their calving season 
which will begin around February.  The area is dominated by shortgrass open 
plains but has some variety with woodlands and two lakes in the area.  This is a 
premier location to see cheetah and lions as well as tens of thousands of 
wildebeest and zebra.  

 

 

The camp is small and intimate with only 9 spacious and luxurious tents with 
large twin single beds or king-size double bed with warm duvet, wooden platform 
floor, separate dressing area, flush loo, 40 litre hot bucket shower, running water 
sinks, and 24 hour solar power.  There is a dinner tent with chandeliers, plush 
sofas, rugs, heaters, battery charging socket and outdoor fireplace.   

 



 

 
 
Lemala offers the finest semi-permanent camps in Tanzania and this location is 
phenomenal, full of wildlife, less crowds then most parts of East Africa parks and 
you are able to drive off road creating the best quality game viewing 
opportunities. 



Mara Plains Camp, Masai Mara ï 3 Nights 
 

 
 
Mara Plains delivers the ultimate Masai Mara experience because it is located in 
the private Olare Orok Conservancy immediately adjacent to the Masai Mara 
Reserve providing the exclusivity and additional activities of a private area and 
yet has direct access into the public Masai Mara Reserve.  The Masai Mara is 
famed for its enormous animal concentrations and especially renowned for big 
cats and dramatic river crossings.  With direct access into the Reserve, Mara 
Plains provides a suitable base to catch these highlights but the Olare Orok 
Conservancy itself has developed into a lion and cheetah haven and the latest 
counts have 51 lions living within its boundaries. 
 

 


